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STATE LEADERS FORM  COALITION 
TO EXPLORE HYDROGEN POTENTIAL
MISSOULA—
A new coalition of state political and educational leaders could put Montana at the 
forefront of the hydrogen energy revolution, creating jobs and revenues while developing an 
environmentally friendly source of power.
The goal of the Montana Futures Coalition is to create a statewide production system 
for hydrogen and related products, beginning with the creation of the Montana Energy 
Products Network and establishment of an "H2 Futures Park" at The University of Montana 
College of Technology in Missoula.
Spearheading the effort is COT Dean R. Paul Williamson, who presented the plan this 
morning during a joint meeting of the Senate Energy and Telecommunications Committee and 
the House Federal Relations, Energy and Telecommunications Committee. Williamson 
envisions H2 Futures Park as a hydrogen-powered campus centered on education, research and 
development of hydrogen technologies.
"Montana is uniquely situated at a critical point in time to become a key hydrogen 
energy producer," Williamson said. "No other state has all the natural resources needed to 




Hydrogen has tremendous growth potential, Williamson believes. Many states and 
nations have begun to invest in the development of hydrogen, which is a clean and 
economically sound alternative to fossil fuels.
Ultimately, he said, H2 Futures Park would establish Montana as a leader in the 
production of hydrogen energy and technologies, fostering statewide economic growth.
"Keys to our success must include leadership, innovation, collaboration, proactive 
education and the creation of funding streams," he said. "New thinking and new skills will 
pave the way for extensive business and job development."
The Montana Futures Coalition is open to interested political and community leaders. 
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